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Martis 4'9 die Maii 1731. Annogz 
Regm Regis Georgii Secundi 
Magne Britanniæ, &c. 24arto. 


T is ordered, That the Thanks of this Court 

be given to the Reverend Dr. Mangey, for 
his Sermon preached before this Court and 
the Governors of the ſeveral Hoſpitals of this 
City, at the Pariſh-Church of St. B/idget, on 
Wedneſday in Eaſfter-Week laſt; and that he 
be deſired to print the ſame. 


Jacliſon. 


» 


The RuLES of PUBLICK CHARITY. 


Set forth in a 


SERM ON 


PREACh' p before the 


RIGHT HoNoURABLE 


LORD-MAYOR, 


AND 


Court of A L D E R ME N, 
| AN D 


GoveRNoss of the ſeveral HoseiTaLs, 
In the Pariſh-Church of 


Saint BRIDGE, 
On Wedneiday in Eafter Week, 1731. 


By T HOMAS MANGEI, D. D. 
RECTOR of St. Mildred's Breadſireet, and 
PREBENDAR Y of Durham. 
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LONDON: 


Printed for W. INN XS, at the Weſt-End of 
St. Paul's. M Dcc xxx1. 
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Caſt thy Bread upon the Waters, and 
thou ſhalt find it after many Days. 


Give a Portion to Seven, and oljo to 


Eight; for thou knoweſ} not what 
ſhall be upon the Earth. 


HE Words now read to yon, 
4 ſet forth both the Rules and 
Encouragements of publick 
Charity. The Royal Preacher 
diſplays the Benefits oi this 
2 Practice, in a temporal as 
Voll as ſpiritual Light; and 
ſhews, that whilſt we are aſſiſting ard relieving 
others, we at the ſame time do good to our- 
ſelyes. Compaſſion and Bounty, according to 
the Principle and Extent here taught, arc In- 
ſtances of politick as well as religious Wiſdom; 
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and when merciful Men endeavour to be the 
Inftruments of God's Providence, they be- 
come the more the Subject of his Care and 
Protection. 


Tur Methods and happy Conſequences of 
publick Charity, ſhall be therefore the Sub- 
ject of my following Diſcourſe; and are well 
ſuited to the Occaſion 'of this annual and 
great Aſſembly. You are here met to com- 
memorate the Bounty of paſt Ages, and to 
obſerve the laiting and growing Effects of it 
in your own; to bleis God, and congratulate 
each other for Deſigns founded in Piety, con- 
ducted by Prudence, and at length crown'd 
with viſible Succels. Your Province of doing 
good, is as extenſive as the Miſeries and Mit- 
fortuncs of Mankind. The Diſeaſes of Body, 
and the Diſtractions of Mind, the Education 
of Young, and the Correction of Old, are the 
Subject of your Care and Prudence. You 
have it in your Power, and never ſcem'd to 
want the Will, of curing all the Evils that 
Nature can ſuffer, and diſpenſingas much Good 
as Compaſſion can ſuggeſt. The Manage- 
ment of Charity, in its ſeveral Branches, is 
interwoven with your Station ; and by being 
Magiſtrates of this City, you become heredi- 
tary Eyes to the Blind, and Legs to the Lame, 
Father's to the Fatherleſ;, and Husbands to the 
Widow, This Great City, the Glory of this 
Land, and the Envy of all others, receives 
not more Credit from the Extent of its Trade, 

1 and 
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and the Regularity of its Government, than 


from thoſe ſeveral charitable Foundations, of 
which you are the Governors. 


Tur Advice of my Text is founded upon 
true Religion, and a juſt Obſeryation of hu- 
man Life; and my Buſineſs from it ſhall not 
be ſo much to preſs you to its Obſervance, as 
to ſhew how much your Government of theſe 
noble Foundations doth in every Point re— 
ſemble it. I need not enlarge upon the En- 

couragement here given to this Practice, ſince 
the annual Reports of the Hoſpitals, now to 
be read, doth ſo abundantly atteſt it; they 
ſhew that the Bread caſt upon the Waters, 
whether by yourſelves or Anceſtors, is already 
moſt plentifully found. You have given a 
Portion to Seven; and for the Reward of it, 
have not as yet, at leaſt, known or felt what 
hath been upon the Earth. Whilſt our neigh- 
bour Nations have drunk more decply of 
God's Judgments, you have hitherto, and 
may the Divine Goodnels continue it, enjoy'd 


Peace within your Walls, and Plenteouſneſs 
within your Palaces. 


Casr thy Bread upon the Waters, ſaith the 
Wiſe Man; that is, impart * Bread, and the 
Neceſſaries of Life to ſuch as want it; ſcatter 
it profuſely and careleſly, even as it were up- 
on the Waters; tho' it ſeems to be loſt, it 


* Gr, Thaumat. in Loc. 


will 
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will be found in due time, and thy Bounty 
ſhall not be unprofitable. Give a Portion to 
Seven, &c. that is, diſpenſe thy Alms plenti- 
fully, confine it not to narrow Bounds, but 
ſuffer even Multitudes to be Sharers; do it 
while it is in thy Power, for thou knoweſt 
not what the Courſe of Mortality, the Un- 
certainty of Property, or the Revolution of 
Times may produce. The ſovereign Diſpoſer 
of Things may caſily and ſuddenly transfer 
the Power of doing Good, to others who will 
more faithfully and uſefully employ it. 


Tur Words thus open'd, offer to us both 
the Rules of Giving, and the Encourage- 
ments and Motives to do 1o. 


As to the Rules of Giving, they ſeem to 
be three : 


Firſt, To give Bread, or the Neceſſaries 
of Life. 


Secondly, To give it in ſuch a Manner, 
as not to expect a preſent and imme- 
diate Return. 


Thirdly, Nor to confine our Compaſſion 
to few, but to diſpenſe it, ſo far as 
our Abilities will allow, eyen to many. 


FIRST 
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FixsrT then; We arc here directed to diſ- 
penſe Bread, or the mere Neceſſaries of Life. 


Tur Relief of our Brethren, at leaſt fo far 
as the Neceſſities of Life, is required of us by 
the joint Voice of Reaton and Revelation. 
We are not cali'd upon to gratify any of their 
greedy or craving Deſires, or to put them 
into the fame Station and Condition with 
ourſelves; but we ought ſo far to reyerence 
the Image of God in our Brethren, as to ſuf- 
fer nothing to prriſh for wint of Clothing, or 
to die for want of Food. Our Vices and Paſſi- 
ons are apt to check the Dilpofition, as well 
as to exhauſt all the Funds of Charity : But 
certain it is, that the freer Men are from 
Corruption, 'the more inclin'd they will be 
to Compaſſion. An upright Mind is ever 
di ſpos'd to think the Power of doing Good 
the beſt Circumſtance of Hapvinels, and the 
Will to it the trueſt Pitch of Virtue; and 
therefore needs no Perſuaſion to double the 


Joys, and to divide the Griefs of his Bre- 


thren. This munificent Diſpoſition to pro- 
mote the Eaſe, Convenience, and Happineſs 
of others, is not indeed every where to be 
met with; but Compaition to the Miſerable, 
in difpcnſing to them the Means of Subſi- 
ſtence, is ſuggeſted even by the loweſt De- 
gree of Humanity. The Want of ſuch Pity 
betrays both Impiety and Inhumanity ; and 
by the Laws of the Goſpel, is an Offence 


B againſt 
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againſt God as well as Man: For he that ſceth 


his Brother have need, and ſhutteth his Bowel 


of Compaſſion from him, How dwelleth the Love 
of God in him? Such a one diſhonours the 
Image, and tranſgreſſes the Laws of his Ma- 


ker, and due incurs the Forfeiture of All 
that the Giyer of good Things hath lent him. 


Tuo' the ſoyereign Diſpoſer of Things 
hath diſtributed, his Bleſſings in an unequal 
Proportion, yet ſuch his Diſtribution hath 
not been direQed by a blind Partiality ; the 
Appointment, however it may be miſtaken, 
hath in it a Mixture both of Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs. By giving to ſome much, and to 
others little, he deſign'd not that a few ſhould 
laviſh in Abundance, while many periſh'd 
for Want ; he intended the ſame Effe& from 
his providential Diſpenſations, as from the 
Manna in the Wilderneſs, in which they that 
gather'd much had nothing over, and they that 
gather'd little had no Want, The Incquality 
of Property, is a wiſe and uſeful Appoint- 
ment, and was intended for, and generally 
proves ſo, a Fund of many Virtnes. It gives 
to ſome the Merit of Patience, Contentedneſs, 
and Submiſſion ; to others, that of Modera- 


tion, Bounty, and Compaſſion ; and by due 


Mixture of both, ties the ſeveral Parts of Man- 
Kind more cloſely together. 


Hap the Goſpel been filent, the very 
Frame of the World would ſhew, That the 
| Will 
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Will of Providence requir'd Relief to be 


given to the Miſerable and Neceſſitous. He 
hath made his richer Children ſo many Tru- 
ſtees for the poorer ſort ; they are rather Ste- 
wards than Proprietors of what they have, 
and are accountable in ſome ſort to the Indi- 
gent, in the Name of him who lent it. 
Whilſt they avoid all Occaſions of giving 
their Bread to the Hungry, they defeat the 
Mercies, abuſe the Truſt, and forfeit the 
Good-will of their Maker. My Son, ſaith the 
Wiſe Man, defraud not the Poor of his Living, 
and make not the needy Eyes to wait long. Make 
not an hungry Soul ſorrowful, neither provoke 
a Man in his Diſtreſs. Turn not away thine 
Eye from the Needy, and give him no occaſion, to 
curſe thee ; for if he curſe thee in the Bitter- 


neſs of his Soul, his Prayer ſhall be heard of 


him who made him. 


Bur it ſeems not ſo ſeaſonable at this 


time to aggravate the Crimes and Conſe- 
quences of want of Charity, before Perſons 
by whom Bread is ſo plentifully dealt out to 
the Hungry, and who with faithful Hands 
diſtribute what liberal ones have given. The 
Relief given in theſe Hoſpitals is not tran- 
ſient, but the Means of a laſting Subſiſtence 
are likewiſe provided for. Are Men, whe- 
ther by Accidents or Vices, ſo full of Sores 
and Wounds, as to be helpleſs to themſelves 
and uſeleſs to others? They are here, under the 

B 2 Bleſſing 
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Bleſſing of God, with an impartial Care re- 
licycd and recovered, and made once more 
capable of earning their Bread. Is Nature 
maim'd in its moſt ſenſible and valuable 
Part, the Thinking and Reaſoning Facul- 
ties? Againſt this dreadful Evil, all the Help 
is provided that Art can ſuggeſt, or Charity 
diſpenſe; and this national Malady, if it be 
ſo, is attended with proportionable Care. 
Laſtly; Are Orphans deſtitute of all Means 
of Education and Subſiſtence ? They are here 
plentifully provided with both. They find 
in you Patrons and Parents; and by your 
generous and prudent Cares, are enabled to 
return to the next Age what they have fo 
plentifully receiv'd from this. Compaſſion 
acts here in as many Ways as the Miſeries 
of our Brethren can call for; almoſt every 
Evil of Life hath, in one or other of thele 
Foundations, a Cure, and every Want a 


Supply. 
Axoruxx Rule of giving, ſuggeſted by the 


=—= - 
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Wiſe Man in the Text, is to give without 
Hopes of Return. 
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iy Our Bread is, as it were, to be caſt upon 
| the Waters ; that is, ſcatter'd in ſuch a Man- 
| ner, as to ſeem, in appearance, for the pre- 
lent, utterly loſt, A truly great Mind will 
ever oblerye this Rule of doing Good, and 

will think himſelf abundantly well paid in 
the comfortable Senſe of haying made a Fel- 
' 7 low- 
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low-Creature happy or ealy. Such an one 
will not look for Recompence from either the 
Dependance of the Perſon whom he ſerves, or 
the Praiſes of the Standers-by, but is content 
with the ſilent, but folid Pleaſure of aſſiſting 
his Brother, and pleaſing his Maker. He puts 
the Expences of this ſort to God's Account, 
and is aſſurd, that whatſoever he thus lays out, 
ſhall be paid him again. 


Tur mercenary Man, and many Inſtances 
there are of ſuch, doth not ſo much give as 
fell his Favours; whilſt he expects preſent and 
immediate Returns for his good Deeds, may 
be ſaid to make a Trade and Traffick of Boun- 
ty, and Gain of Godlineſs. Perſons of this 
Character, have too much of their Reward in 
hand, to hope for any in Reverſion ; tho” it 
ſometimes ſo happens, that the more they 
expect, the leſs they receive; and their crafty 
Views become almoſt as well known to the 
World, as to the Searcher of Hearts. A 
wile Philoſopher hath well obſerv'd the de- 
ſigning Temper to be odious and deteſtable ; 
and next to the Perſon void of Gratitude, pla- 
ces him who expects and vigorouſly exacts it. 


CurIsTIANITY, indeed, is not ſo viſionary 
as to require us to ſerve God, and aſſiſt our 
Brother, without any Proſpe& of Reward at 
all; a Practice of this ſort, is beyond both the 
Power of human Nature, and the Obligations 


of 


® Sencc, de benefic, 
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of Religion. When the Goſpel directs us to 
do good, expecting nothing again, it can only be 


ſupposd to condemn all mercenary, deſigning, 


and worldly Views, and any oppreſſive De- 
mands upon the Perſon relieved. .'The Cha- 
rity that hath Religion for its Principle, and 
Heaven for its Reward, is allow'd to have ſo 
much Selfiſnneſs in it, as to expect even a pre- 


| ſent Comfort, and great that Comfort is, and 


a future Recompence. It only is to have ſo 
much cither of Patience or Self-denial, as to 
look beyond any preſent Profits or Emolu- 
ments of doing good, and to be content with 
the Privity of him who /eeth in Secret, but 
will, in due time, reward openly. In ſhort, 
our Bounty ſhould be ſo diſintereſted, as to 
ſeek at preſent t our own, but others good. 
We ſhould, in ſome Caſes, conſider the Ne- 
ceſſities rather than the Merits of thoſe whom 
we relieve, and he kind to thoſe who cannot, 
and perhaps we are ſure, will not be grateful. 
The Merit of Charity is by far the greater, 
when it is likely to be exercis'd with Diſcou- 
ragements; and reſembles that Goodneſs of 
our heavenly Father, who ſhines upon the Evil 
and the Good, and fends his Rain upon the Juſt 
and the Unjuſt. 


T n1s noble Rule of doing Good without 
Proſpect of immediate Benefit to ourſelves, is 
exemplity'd in all the Acts of Bounty to theſe 
ſeveral Hoſpitals. No Views of preſent Ad- 
vantage or Intereſt, can be propos'd from any 


Generoſity 
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Generoſity employ'd this Way: Whatever is 
given, is deliver'd into Hands not at all inte- 
reſted in the Charity; and enjoy'd by Perſons 
who ſcarce know, and have no Opportunity 
of thanking their Bene factors. The Poor, the 
Maim'd, the Lame, and the Blind, ſuch as 
are telle d in theſe Hoſpitals, cannot recom- 
pence their kind Relievers; the Reward of 
ſuch Goodneſs muſt be waited tor till the Re- 


ſurrection of the Fuſt. 


Turaprr, Another Rule of beſtowing Cha- 
rity, is to diſpenſe it to Multitudes. 


Grve a Portion to ſeven, and alſo to eight; 
that is, give plenteouſly, and in ſuch * 
dance, that many may be Partakers. Wealth 
being. lent us in Truſt for others, as well as 
ourſelves, where much is given, there, in pro- 
portion, much will be required. There is a 
Breach of Juſtice and Rcligion, not only in 

the Want, but the Limitations of Charity. 
It is expected that the Deſire to do Good, 
ſhould be, in ſome ſort, agreeable to the 
Power. The Obligation is in proportion to 
the Capacity; and one may be rejected for 
what another will be accepted by- the Searcher 
of Hearts. The Widow's Mite was preferr'd 
to the Offerings of the Wealthy by our Lord; 
but it was becauſe ſhe had no more Mites to 
give, A griping Hand is a certain Sign of a 
worldly and unbelizying Heart; and it is the 


2 Liberal 
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liberal Soul only, according to the Wiſe Man, 
that ſhall be made fat. 


Turxxx are few of any tolerable Station or 

Condition, but have a larger Overplus for 

doing Good, than they generally practiſe or 

imagine. A little Self-denial, not in the Ne- 

ceſſaries, but even Superfluities of Life, would 

afford a noble Fund for Charity, and enable 

them with Convenience to return to God 

ſome part of what he hath graciouſly given. 

1 They might be rich for themſelves, and rich 

| towards God, if they could abate but a few of 

thoſe unneceſſary Diverſions that engroſs their 

Time, conſume their Subſtance, and lay waſte 

their Souls. How much of the Poor's Bread 

is thus unneceſlarily and ſinfully thrown a- 

way? And how many Miſeries of the Hun- 

ry, the Naked, and Diſtreſs'd, might be re- 

liev'd at the Expence of one Pleaſure? Thus 

our Wealth becomes a Curſe, which, by the 

bountiful Giver of it, was deſigned for a Bleſ- 

ſing ; and the Abuſe of Poſſeſſion increaſes 

our Crimes, and aggravates our Guilt ; which, 

if employ'd in Acts of Mercy, might have 

been the Inſtrument of Comfort and Eaſe to 
others, and of Salvation to ourſelves. 


Tr can be no greater Enemy to Cha- 
rity than Luxury; this dries up at once all 
the Channels of Bounty, and robs us both of 


Inclination and Capacity to relieve the Di- 
ſtreſſed. 


3 


22. — —-—-—-ͤ —„V„½ 


PupLick CHARITY. 13 
ſtreſſed. It is the Bane of Order, Trade, and 
Religion; it is equally deſtru@ive to tempo- 
ral and ſpiritual Intereſt, making the Rich 
Slaves, and the Poor miſerable. If ever that 
great Evil ſhould be eftabliſh'd among the 
trading Part of this City, all the Streams of 
Charity, which flow more plentifully from 
hence, than from the reſt of the Kingdom, 
would be ſoon dry'd up, and we ſhould then 
be very near filling up the Meaſure of our Ini- 
quities, It is not deſign'd that the Exerciſe 
of Charity ſhould coſt us nothing ; and to 
heighten its Merit, it is made the Reſult of 
more Virtues than one. It 1s founded in a 
Contempt of the World, a Reſtraint of Ap- 
petite ; and withal, in that Love of God and 


our Brother, which is the End of the Command- 
ment. 


Tur Power and Will of doing good to 
many, ſhew ſo great a Superiority, and are 
ſo much a Reſemblance of the divine Perfecti- 
on, that few are entruſted with both. Our 
Capacity of aſſiſting each other, is generally 
confin'd within the narrow Circle of a Family 
or Neighbourhood. A more extenſive Pro- 
vince of this kind, might prove a dangerous 
Temptation to weak Minds, and doth indeed 
require a great Stock of Virtue both to ma- 
nage and bear it well. . 


Bur theſe noble Foundations give us Op- 
portunity of exerciſing the moſt extenſive 
O Charity 
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Charity in the ſafeſt Manner. Your Beneyo- 
lence is thrown into a capital Stock, to which 
many beſides have contributed; and without 
hazarding your Humility, you have the Plea- 
fare of ſeeing Thouſands Sharers in your 
Bounty. You have the Comfort of ſeeing 
your Alms well employ'd in your own Age, 
and have a reaſonable Proſpect that it will 
continue to be ſo in Ages to come. What is 
ſaid of the good Man, is literally true of as 
many as contribute to theſe extenſive and ex- 
cellent Deſigns; He hath diſperſed abroad, he 
hath given to the Poor, his Righteouſneſs re- 
maineth for ever. And I cannot but with 
Pleaſure obſerve, that theſe Hoſpitals have 
ſubſiſted for near two Centuries in Spite of 
Fraud and Violence, Rapine and Sacrilege : 
Neither the Fury of Parties, the Fluctuations 
of Religion, or Turns of Government, have 
either overturned or leſſened them: But as 
they have been founded in Piety, they have 
been ſupported by Providence. 


 Havrxs thus ſet forth the Rules of gi- 
ving, ſo far as they are expreſſed in the Text, 
I would now proceed, in the ſecond Place, to 
conſider the Motives for ſo doing; which are 
two, Thou ſhall find it after many Days; and 
Thou knoweſt not what ſhall be upon the Earth; 
the one expreſſing the uſeful Employment, 
the other the uncertain Poſſeſſion of Riches. 
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As to the firſt of theſe: It is no ſmall En- 
couragement to Acts of Bounty and Compal- 
ſion, that our Bread, tho' caſt upon the Ma- 
ters, and, in all appearance, loſt, yet ſooner or 
later, will certainly be found. The Wile Man's 
Obſervation is moſt generally true, That he 
that ſcattereth increaſeth, and he that water- 


eth, ſhall be watered alſo himſelf. The merci- 


ful Man ſometimes in this World, always in 
the other, is aſſur'd of enjoying the Fruit of his 
Well-agings; and as he hath /own plenteon/ly, 
will, for that Reaſon, reap plenteouſly. The 
ſovereign Lord of the World hath ſolemnly 
declar'd himſelf a Surety for the Poor, and 
looks upon every Act of Beneficence as a Debt 
from himſelf. What ſocver is done, or given 
in his Name, and for his Sake, will have both 
Notice and Recompence; and God is moſt 
gracioully kind in rewarding us for returning 
what had been lent us by himſelf. “ Lay up thy 
Treaſure according to the Commandment of the 
Moſt High, and it ſhall bring thee more Treaſure 
than Gold. Shut up Alis in thy Store-houſes, 
and it ſhall deliver thee from all Affiittions; it 
ſhall fight for thee againſt thine Enemies, better 
than a mighty Sheild and ftrong Spear. 


Bor if we farther conſider this Practice in 
a political View, we ſhall here likewiſe find, 
that our Bread thus caſt upon the Waters, is 
not loſt, Our Country, in the Happinels of 


Prov. xi. 14. d Ecclus. xxix. 11, Cc. 


G 2 Which 
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which we have a Share and Intereſt, reaps 
great and viſible Advantage from theſe Eſta- 
bliſhments. The Labours of the Poor are to 


be accounted part of the national Wealth ; 
and how many of them, by thele generous 
and ſucceſsful Cares, have been yearly gain'd 
to the Publick ? The annual Report this Day 
read to you, ſhews you the great Harveſt of 
theſe Charities, How many Lunaticks have 
been this Year reſtor'd to their Senſes, and 
Sick and Woundcd to their Health and Limbs, 
and fitted for bodily Labour. How many 
Vagabonds are reſcu'd from Want, Idleneſs, 
and Vice, and made uſeful to our Home Ma- 
nufactures, who otherwiſe might have prov'd 
ſo many Nuiſances to our Streets. And pity 
it is, that ſo excellent a Deſign as that of em- 
ploying idle Vagrants in an uſeful way, thould 
not be more a encourag'd. The common Beg- 
gars, like Drones, ſubſiſt upon the more in- 
duſtrious Labours of others; and by Importu- 
nity extort what is due to Poor of greater 
Merit and Modeſty. They are a Diſcourage- 


ment to Induſtry, and deſerve as much your 


Indignation, as others more delerving can 
your Compaſſion. Since the merciful > Apoſtle 
of the Gentiles hath directed, that they that 
would not work, ſhould not eat. 


Bo x above all, the Education of Youth in 
the Hoſpital, is an annual Increaſe of ſo many 


* dee the Report of the Landon Workhoutce. | 
2? 2 Thefl. iii. 10. 


Perſons 
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Perſons uſeful in their Generation. Both Trade g 
and Science, Religion and Learning, have 

long receiv'd, and ſtill continue to do ſo, viſi- 

ble Benefit from this numerous and well regu- 

lated Seminary. There are not wanting li- 

ving Inſtances of the happy Effects of 1o uſe- 

ful an Education; and many brought up there, 

have juſtify'd and rewarded the Gencrolity of 

their Benefactors, by being eminently ſervice- 

able both to Church and Statc. 


Secondly, Axotnex Motive us'd here by the 
Wiſe Man, to preſs us to do Good, is the un- 
certain Poſſeſſion of what we enjoy; Give a 
Portion to Seven, and alſo to Eight; for thou 
knoweſft not what ſhall be upon the Barth. 


Tur Uncertainty of Riches, is one good 
Reaſon for employing them uſefully and cha- 
ritably. For why ſhould not we now, while 
we may, purchaſe Relief to the Miſerable, 
and Merit to ourſelyes, out of that which we 
may poſlibly loſe in a few Moments? Mifſ- 
fortunes or Mortality may at once carry off 
what we 1o unmcaſurably valu'd, and crimi- 
nally hoarded up. Whilſt without Compaſſi- 
on to our Brethren, and Regard to the Giver 
both of Life and Poſſeſſion, we bid ourſelves 
take eaſe for many Years, $995 drink, and be 
merry; our Souls, as the rich Man's in St. Luke, | 
may be requir'd of us this Night. The ſove- | 
reign Diſpoler o in can caſily and ſud- i 
denly 1 


— 


1 
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denly transfer to Perſons whom we either did 
not know, or did not love, that Portion 
which might have fed Multitudes, and made 
to ourſelves Friends of the unrighteous Mammon. 
For employing our Subſtance ill, or not em- 
ploying it at all, for our Luxury, or our Co- 
vetouſneſs, he may in juſt Anger reſume the 
whole of what he had given. Defer not there- 


fore to do good, while it is in the Power of thy 
Hand to do it. 


Wr ſhould indeed be ſo far from deferring 
to do good, that we ſhould rather haſten by 
Acts of Charity, to realize a periſhing Sub- 
ſtance, ſince we know not what will, or will 
not be uon the Harth; nor can we boaſt of to- 
morrow, ſince we know not what a Day may 
bring forth. Who can tell how ſoon a juſt 
God may viſit a ſinful Nation, may throw us 


out of the Calm of Peace, into the Hurry, 


Danger, and Expences of War, and deprive 
us of thoſe Bleſſings of Trade, Eaſe, and Plen- 
ty, which we perhaps have both abus'd and 

forfeited ? | 


Bur I need not enlarge upon the Uncer- 
tainty of Riches, before Perſons who, in this 
great City, do daily either feel or fee {ome re- 
markable Inſtance of it. The Indiſcretions of 
ſome, the Iniquity of others, or the Caprice 
of Affairs, can eaſily, and at once defeat the 
moſt prudent. and frugal Cares, and ruin the 
moſt eſtabliſh'd Fortunes. In ſhort, every 
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Tranſaction, whether in publick or private 
Affairs, may moſt ſenſibly remind us of the 
Uncertainty and Revolution of worldly Poſ- 


ſeſſions; and ſhould therefore engage thoſe in 
.buly Life, to be ready to give, and glad to di- 
tribute, laying up for themſelves a good Foun- 


dation againſt the time to come. 


Tur Concluſion that I would make from 
the whole is, That in order to ſecure what we 
enjoy, or to prevent what we may fear, we 
ſhould be content liberally and ſeaſonably to 
caſt cur Bread upon the Waters. One ſure Step 
both to publick and private Happinels, is to 
break off our Sins by Righteouſneſs, and our Ini= 


quities by ſhewing Mercy to the Poor. The 


great Growth of many charitable Deſigns in 
and about this City, for theſe late Years, hath 
probably either averted or deferr'd thoſe Judg- 
ments for which we ſeem to have been long 
ripe, and hath been a Counter-balance againſt 
the crying Sins of many. "Theſe noble Hot- 
pitals, whole Intereſts you are now promo- 
tihg, are ſo many Streams of Mercy that wa- 
ter this City; which, as they give plentiful 
Aſſiſtances to the Poor, do bring down a pro- 
portionable Bleſſing upon, the Rich. I muſt 
howeyer add, that though theſe Hoſpitals 
have grown, and viſibly proſper'd ſince their 
firſt Erection, yet they haye not, as yet, fully 


anſwer'd the Ncceſſities of the Publick, or the 


noble and extenſive Views of their Governors. 
Something is {till wanting to compleat them; 


and 


20 . The Ru LES, &c. 


and for the Encouragement of Bounty from 
all Ranks and Degrees of Men, as the greateſt 
Sums might be employ'd, ſo the leaſt will not 
be refus'd. There is ſcarce a Bleſſing of Life 
that might not put us in mind of, and ſenſi- 
bly affect us to thele ſeveral charitable Deſigns. 
Whilſt we have a ſtrong Feeling of the Enjoy- 
ment of Health and Limbs, of Senſes and 
Underſtanding, we cannot but rejoice to ſee, 
and endeavour to promote theſe Bleſſings in 
others. But the Reports now read, will plead 
more ſtrongly than my Perſuaſion, and may 
convince all who hear them, of the frugal Ma- 
nagement, the impartial Diſtribution, and the 
extenſive Uſe and Benefit of theſe Charities. 
Suffer me only to add, that the liberal Con- 
tributions to ſo noble Deſigns, muſt be plea- 
ſing to God, ſince they are ſo evidently bene- 
ficial to Mankind, and will not therefore loſe 
their Reward. You hereby truly and literally 
give a Portion to many, and proyide not only 
for this Age, but thoſe to come. You, like 
the good Man, by a ſöre Entail, are leaving 
an Inheritance to Children's Children: And 
whilſt yon are preparing a Treaſure for the 
Poor upon Earth, you provide another and 
better for yourſelves in Heaven ; a Treaſure 
which neither Ruſt nor Moth doth corrupt, nor 
Thieves break through and ſieal. 


A true 


A true REPORT of the great Number of 
poor Children, and other fo0r People, main- 
tained in the ſeveral Hosvirtars, under 
the pious Care of the Loxp-Mavor, Com- 
monalty, and Citizens of the City of Loxpox, 
the Year laſt paſt. 
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HILDREN put forth Appren- 
tices, and diſcharged out of | 


% 


Y 


Chriſt's Hoſpital the Year laſt 
paſt 133; ten whereof being in- 
{[tructed in the MATHEMA- 


Ticks and NAviGATION, were 133 


placed forth Apprentices to Commanders of 
Ships, out of rhe Mathematical- School found- } 
ed by his late Majeſty King CARL es "1 
Second of Bleſſed Memory, 

Children buried the Year laſt paſt, — If 

Children now remaining under the Care and 
Charge of the ſaid Hoſpital, which are kept . 
in the Houſe and at Nurle elſewhere, 987, and (I/ 
130 newly admitted, amounting in all to 

The Names of all which are regiſter'd in the Books 
kept in the faid Hoſpiral, and are to be ſeen, as ailo 
when and whence they were admitted. 

That the Revenue of the Hoſpital having greatly 
ſuffered by ſeveral dreadful Fires in and about London, 
and otherwiſe, and the Governors having been at vaſt 
Expence, for accommodating poor Orphans, in pur- 
chaſing and building of convenient Houles, or Nur- 

D {crics, 


1 
ſeries, at Hertford and Ware, for their Reception, and 
in maintaining of Maſters, Uſhers, and other ꝓroper 
Officers there: And the Hoſpital's Revenue, without 
cCalual Benefactions, being not ſufficient to defray the 

reat Charge of maintaining ſo large a Number as at 
prelent they do; yer divers other poor Orphans, for 
whom continual Applications are made, and who are 
real Objects, and ſuffer great Hardſhips, might be 
provided for by further Donations: It is therefore 
much to be hoped, and withed for, that in regard to 
a Work ſo charitable, uſeful, and commendable, be- 
ing for the Relief of neceſſitous Orphans and Infants, 
the Advancement of Chriſtian Religion, the Good 
of the Kingdom, and more particularly of this great 
City of London, all charitable and worthy good Chri- 
ſtians will readily and liberally contribute to the Sup- 


port and Encouragement of ſo good and pious a 
Work. 


$f. BakTHOLOMEW's HosSPITAL. 


HERE have been cured and diſcharged 

from St. Bartholomew's Hoſpital the 

Year laſt paſt, of wounded, maimed, ſick, 
and diſeaſed Perſons, out of this great City, 1 
and other Parts of his Majeſty's Dominions, 4296 
and foreign Parts, 4296, many of them relie- 
ved with Money and other Neceſſaries to ac- 
commodate and ſupport them in their Return 


to their ſeveral Habitations, — 3 
Buried this Vear, after much Charge 92 8 

their Ilineſs, — — — 31 
Remaining under Cure at the Charge of 

the ſaid Hoſpital, — — 9 


Altho' this Hoſpital of St. Bartholomew's hath, 
ſome Years ſince, been enlarged by the building 
of three new Wards, and thereby a much greater 
Number of poor Patients have been admitred and 
diſcharged from thence than formerly ; the ſame is 
not yet large enough to receive near the Number of 
poor 
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poor infirm People who daily apply there for Relief; 
and therefore that this ſo uſeful a Charity to the King- 
dom in general, and this City in particular, may be 
more extenſive, the Governors have agreed upon a 
Plan for rebuilding and enlarging ſuch Part of the ſaid 
Hoſpital as is become ruinous thro' Age, as well as 
dangerous, and have already by a voluntary Subſcri- 
ption of themſelves and others, begun ſome Part of 
the intended new Building, and receiv'd ſuch En- 
couragement therein, as to hope by further charitable 
Contributions for that Purpoſe, they ſhall be enabled 
to compleat ir. Bur as the conſtant Charge of main- 
taining and relieving the great Number of Patients 
now in this Hoſpital, much exceeds the annual Re- 
venue thereof, the charitable Aſſiſtancc of all well- 
diſpoſed Perſons, is humbly defired to enable the Go- 
vernors as well to ſupport the preſent Charity, as to 
undertake the Enlargement thereof for preſerving the 
Lives of ſo many miſerable People, who would pe- 
riſh, were it not for that Relief which, by the Bleſ- 
ſing of God, they daily receive from 6-08 Hoſpital. 
. 
St. Thomas's HOSPITAL. 


HE RE have been cured and diſcharged 
from St. Thomas's Hoſpital in, South- 
wark, this laſt Year, of wounded, maimed, 
ſick, and diſeaſed Perſons, 5162; many ot 
whom have been relieved with Money and 7162 
Neceſſaries at their Departure, to accommo- \ 
date and ſupport them in their journeys to chcir 
ſeveral Countries and Habitations, — 
Buried from thence this Year, after much 8 
Charge in their Sickneſs, — — 


3 
Remaining under Cure at the Charge of 
the ſaid Hoſpital, 8 5 656 


So that there are, or have been this Year, 
of poor miſerable Objects, under the Care of ſe 
the ſaid Hoſpiral, and deſtitute of other pro- J 
per Cure, in all, * —— —— 
= wir] | Þ BY 2 Much 
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Much of the Revenue of this Hoſpital hath been 
deſtroyed by ſeveral dreadtul Fires in London and Parts 
adjacent; and ſeveral Parts of this 1 being 
grown very old and ruinous, and unfit for the Re- 
ception of the Poor, the Governors thereof, with 
their own Money, ſome time ſince rebuilt the ſame, 
with ſuch Enlargements, that render the Hoſpital 
capable of receiving a very great Number of Patients 
more than before it could. And beſides ſuch Enlarge- 
ments, there hath been new. erected an additional 
Building, with Conveniences for above One hundred 
Perſons more: And the Governors have been obliged 
very lately to cauſe a great Part of this Hoſpital, 
which was ruinous and ready to fall, to be pull'd 
down, which is now rebuilding; and it is found ne- 
ceſſary to enlarge the ſame, that it may be more com- 
modious for the Reception and Care of the Patients, 
which will occaſion a very large Expence: But the 
yearly Revenue of the ſaid Hoſpital is not near ſuffi- 
cient to anſwer the conſtant and neceſſary Charge, 


and much leſs to make good the ſaid new Building 


now erecting : Therefore the charitable Aſſiſtance 
and Contribution of all well-diſpoſed Perſons, are 
earneſtly recommended, and moſt humbly deſired for 
enabling the Governors to anſwer the Neceſſities and 
Petitions of the Poor, 1n providing for their Recep- 
tion, Relief, and Cures in the ſaid Hoſpital. 


BRIDEWELL HOSPITAL. 


Ecriven this laſt Year into the Hoſpital 

of Bridewell, Vagrants and other indi- 
gent and milcrable People, all which have had 2 
Phyſick, and ſuch other Relief, at the Chargef J 
of the faid Hoſpital, as their Neceſſities re- 
quired, — — 


Maintained in the ſaid Hoſpital, and brought 0 
97 


up in divers Arts and Trades at the only 
Charge of the ſaid Hoſpital, Apprentices, 
BETHLEM 


31 


BETULEMR HOSPITAL. 


DmrTTED into the Hoſpital of Bethlem 
this laſt Year, OITINE * iy 
Women, — 

Cured of their luer and diſchar ged 
thence the ſaid Year, ſeveral of which eva 
relieved with Cloathing and r Ain at their 
Departure, — 

Diſtracted Perſons buried t the laſt Year, after 
much Charge beſtowed upon them in i=? 
Lunacy and Sickneſs, — 

Now remaining in the ſaid Hoſpital under 
Cure, and provided for with Phyſick, Dyet, G 
and other Relief, at the Charge of the ſaid ” 
Hoſpital, — — 

Beſides which, divers N who have been cu- 
red in the ſaid Hoſpiral, are provided with Phyſick, 
as Out-Patients, at the Charge of the ſaid Holpital, 
to prevent a Return of their Lunacy. 

The Particulars of all which may be ſeen in the 
Books of the ſaid Hoſpital. 

There are generally above 140 diſtracted Perſons 
maintained in the Hoſpital of Bethlem; and tho' new 
Patients are from Time to Time admitted in the 
room of thoſe, who, by the Bleſſing of God, are cu- 
red and diſcharged; yet there are continual Appl: ca- 
tions made to the Governors for the Admiſſion of 
others; and in order to make room for ſuch as may 
probably be reſtored to their Senſes, the Governors 
are obliged to reject and turn out many, who, upon 
Examination, or after ſome Time of Tryal, appear 
to be Incurable, and whoſe Caſe is therefore che more 
deplorable as to themſelves, and often dangerous to 
others. 

Some Benefactions having been lately given to the 
Governors of Bethlem Hoſpital, to be applied to the 
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Uſe of Incurable Lunaticks, and the Governors ha- 
ving obtained a Grant from the City of an additional 
Piece of Ground in Moorfields, a Building is begun 
for that Purpoſe, and Twenty-eight Perſons are al- 
ready admitted upon that Eſtabliſhment : Bur inaſ- 


much as the Revenues of the ſaid Hoſpital, do not 
anſwer the preſent annual Charges, there will be no 
Means of ſupporting an additional Expence for Incu- 


rables, without the Contribution of charitable Per- 
ſons; and this ſeems to be the only NECESSARY 


CuanRirTty for which No ProvisioN is made 
in this Noble CITY. 


LONDON Work-Houſe. 


A true Account (for the Tear laſt paſt) of 
the Workkx-Hovuse in Biſhopſgate - Street, 
erected purſuant to an Att of Parliament 
made in the 13th and 14th Tears of the 
Reign of King CnARLES II. which Ac- 
count ends the 25th of March, 1731. 


1730. — — 
Since admitted, — — 32 


* LDREN in the Houſe at Ladj-Day, } 170 


202 


Service in ſeveral good Families, — 
Buried, — — — 
Remaining at Lady-Day, 1731. — 129 


Diſcharged and put forth Apprentice, or to 5 69 
| 4 


202 


— — 


Theſe are religiouſly educated, according to the 
Uſage of the Church of Eugland; and are employed 


in ſpinning Wool, ſewing and Knitting: They are 


dicted 
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dieted and cloathed, and duly taken care of in Sick- 
neſs: "They are taught to read, write, and caſt ac- 
count, whereby they are-qualified for Services and 
honeſt Employments; and have Money given with 
them when put forth Apprentice, if Benefactor's or 
Freemen's Children of the City of London. 


Note, The Smallneſs of the real Eſtate belonging to this 
Houſe, and want of a ſuitable Supply, has prevented ad- 


mitting Children in the uſual manner; and the Underta- 


king is now reduced to great Streights and Neceſſities. 


Y/ 4cazoxDs, Beggars, pilfering and other 
young Vagrants and diſorderly Perſons, 

duly committed in the Year laſt paſt, were 340 

305, and 35 remained at Lady-Day 1730. 


Diſcharged $— 30 

Buried, : — — 4 

Remaining at Ladz-Day 1731. — 34 
342 


Theſe Vagabonds, Beggars, Sc. have proper Re- 
lief, and are employed in beating Hemp, and waſhing 
Linnen; whom, by God's Bleſſing and theſe Means, 
have been brought to a right Senſe of their Crimes; 
and many of them have reformed, and uſed an honeſt 
Induſtry afterwards for their Livelihoods. 

Of the Children here educated ſince the Vear 1701, 
there hath been diſcharged and placed forth Appren- 


tice to Officers of Ships, to Trades, and to Services 
in ſeveral good Families, (beſides thoſe mentioned in 


the preſent Account) two thouſand and ſeventy- ſix; 
and within that time fifteen thouſand four hundred 
and thirty-ſeven Vagabonds, Beggars, c. (among 
which were ſeveral notorious Impoſtors, pretending 
to be lame, dumb, and blind) have been committed, 
and puniſhed with Confinement and hard Labour, in 
the manner above-mentioned. COP 
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God's Providence is our Inheritance. 
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